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Since the Civil War, a strong, bipartisan consensus has developed in support of the national 
government’s owning large amounts of land. Over the last half-century, that consensus has 
favored managing more and more of these lands primarily for inspiration, education, human-
powered recreation, and environmental conservation. 
 
The Trump Administration has moved aggressively to open previously protected public 
lands to fossil fuel and other forms of intensive development and to roll back protections in 
a host of other ways, including starving and shrinking the agencies that manage these lands. 
 
Is this the harbinger of a fundamental change in the trajectory of public land policy, or is it 
an aberration? Professor Leshy will be drawing upon material from his much-anticipated 
book, forthcoming from Yale University Press, with the working title Our Common Ground: A 
History of America’s Public Lands. 
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Professor John Leshy 
John Leshy, the Harry D. Sunderland Distinguished Professor Emeritus, University of 
California, Hastings College of the Law, is the preeminent authority on the law, history, and 
policy of America’s public lands. After graduating from Harvard Law School in 1969, John 
served as an attorney for the Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department (1969-1972) 
and the Natural Resource Defense Council (1972-1977) and as Associate Solicitor for 
Energy and Resources at the Interior Department (1977-1980). 
  
He joined the faculty at the Arizona State University College of Law as Professor of Law in 
1980 and remained on the faculty until 2002. During that time, he served as Solicitor of the 
Department of the Interior (the highest legal official in the Department) from 1993 through 
2001 and was Secretary Bruce Babbitt's closest advisor. He joined the faculty at the 
University of California-Hastings in 2001 and remains there today. 
  
Throughout his career John has been a prodigious author. In addition to many articles, 
book chapters, and op-ed pieces, he wrote the classic study of mining on the public lands, 
The Mining Law: A Study in Perpetual Motion (1987); authored The Arizona State 
Constitution (2nd ed. 2013); and is co-author of two standard casebooks, Federal Public 
Land and Resources Law (7th ed. 2014) and Legal Control of Water Resources (6th ed. 2018). 
For the past several years, he has been writing a comprehensive history of America's public 
lands, which is expected to become the definitive work on the subject. 
  
John has always dedicated himself to public service, taking on many special assignments 
for federal, tribal, state, and local entities. He has served as a long-time board member of 
the Wyss Foundation, the Grand Canyon Trust, and the National Heritage Institute. 
 
Thursday, February 27th 
5:30 p.m. 
Wolf Law Building, Wittemyer Courtroom 
 
This event is free and open to the public. 
Registration required to attend. 
Campus parking free in Lot 470 after 5:00 p.m. 
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